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RichaRd EllswoRth savagE:





	 The	final	Richard	Ellsworth	Savage	section	(The Big 



















sion,	 though	Savage	may	 have	 glimmerings	 of	 them.	
Unlike	Moorehouse	and	Stoddard,	he	possesses	all	 the	
elements	for	genuine	distinction:	intelligence,	good	looks,	





too,	 for	Dos	Passos,	 like	Walt	Whitman	 in	Democratic 
Vistas,	 saw	 a	widespread	 lack	 of	 character	 among	 the	
American	middle	class	of	his	time,	and	blamed	it	for	many	







firm	 the	 lucrative	 account	 for	 E.R.	Bingham’s	 patent	
medicine	empire.	By	the	end	of	the	section,	Savage	has	





































































Elizabeth	Trent	 (“Daughter”)	 that	 the	people	of	Europe	
are	being	betrayed,	and	that	President	Woodrow	Wilson’s	
face	is	like	a	reptile’s.	But	after	he	hears	that	many	people	















in	 the	Chicago	 suburb	Oak	Park	 and	 had	 servants,	 but	
then	Richard’s	father	was	convicted	of	a	crime	and	sent	
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“the	thirteenth	character,”	contrasting	it	with	the	twelve	








	 1.	All	 citations	 are	 from	 John	Dos	Passos,	U.S.A. 
New	York:		The	Modern	Library,	1937.		NN	will	refer	to	
Nineteen-Nineteen and BM	to	The Big Money.






Alderman Library, at the University of Virginia, has re-
cently acquired the papers of the late Professor Charles W. 
Bernardin of Villanova University, who died in February 
1996, at the age of seventy-eight. These papers will be 
described in some detail in the forthcoming catalog of John 
Dos Passos papers and materials in Alderman’s Special 
Collections Department. Mrs. Ann Southwell, in reply to 
our questions, has kindly sent us the following letter. 
To	the	Editor:
	 The	 papers	 of	Charles	W.	Bernardin	 concern	 his	
proposed	biography	of	John	Dos	Passos.	The	first	install-
ment	 (temporarily	 labelled	 5950-ck)	 contains	Robert	
Hillyer’s	 unpublished	 copy	 of	Seven Times Round the 
Walls of Jericho,	a	photocopy	of	Bernardin’s	dissertation	
“The	Development	 of	Dos	Passos”;	 the	 unpublished	 2	
volume	biography	of	Dos	Passos	by	Bernardin	(Volume	
1,	which	goes	through	the	publication	of	Three Soldiers, 
is	completed.	Volume	2,	through	Manhattan Transfer, is 








Dos	Passos’	 views	 on	 communism	 and	 liberalism.	He	
compares	Marxism	with	Mohammedanism	and	talks	about	
















Libraries Now Subscribing to the
John Dos Passos newsletter














University of New Mexico
New York Public Library
University of North Carolina
Northwestern University
University of Pennsylvania





University of Wisconsin (Madison)
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gRaduatE studEnt REsPonsEs
to The 42nd Parallel
by
Seth	Moglen
	 I	recently	taught	Dos	Passos’	The 42nd Parallel in a 
graduate	seminar	devoted	to	American	modernist	fiction.	
By	 the	 time	we	 arrived	 at	Dos	Passos	 in	 late	October,	














dated,	 by	 the	 historical	 ambition	 of	The 42nd Parallel. 
Many	of	my	 students	 had	been	 charting	 the	 social	 and	








































slightly	daunted,	 by	 the	 technical	 virtuosity	 and	 formal	







































Seth Moglen is Assistant Professor of English at Lehigh 
University.
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teaching	 I	 have	 introduced	 lower-level	 undergraduate	
and	advanced	high-school	students	in	American	literature	
classes	to	Dos	Passos	through	the	excerpts	from	U.S.A. 










Nineteen ;	 then,	when	 coached	 to	 identify	 each	 of	 the	
narrative	elements	at	work	in	the	biography,	the	throng	





this	 biography,	 or	 the	 scathing	portrait	 of	 J.P.	Morgan,	







	 In	 introductory	American	Studies	 curricula,	 I	 have	











los	Williams,	I Saw the Figure 5 in Gold	(1928)	or	Stuart	


































Lisa Nanney has taught the work of Dos Passos in Ameri-
can literature and American Studies courses at George-
town University, and currently at the North Carolina 
School of Science and Mathematics, an affiliate school of 
the University of North Carolina. Her book John	Dos	Pas-
sos	Revisited was published by Twayne/Macmillan in 1998.











	 “Some	 critics,”	 I	 say,	 “claim	 that	 he	 has	 come	 the	
closest	to	writing	the	great	American	novel.”
	 “Well,	why	 haven’t	 I	 heard	 of	 him?”	 is	 the	 usual	
response,	 and	 so	begins	 the	 lesson	on	 the	man	 and	his	
contribution	 to	American	 literature.	 	 Students	 are	wary	











have	 decreased	 some	 student	 frustration;	 but	 after	 the	
outcome,	I	continued	to	use	the	edition	sans	notes	because	
it	turned	out	to	be	a	blessing	in	disguise.		Three Soldiers 
provides	 a	means	 by	which	 to	 have	 the	 students	 focus	











































































Claudia Matherly Stolz received her Ph.D. degree in 
English from Miami University (Ohio). She has taught 
there and at Indiana University East.
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tEaching and lEaRning fRom studEnts
by
Melvin Landsberg
	 At	 the	University	 of	Kansas	 I	 have	 usually	 taught	




















































have	chosen	 to	do	creative	work	 in	 the	manner	of	Dos	
Passos.	I	recall	three	pieces	modeled	on	sections	of	“The	








through	 the	questions	 they	ask	and	 the	knowledge	 they	
































respects	 like	 our	 nation	 today.	Consequently,	 the	 book	
may	produce	a	great	variety	of	responses,	 rooted	 in	 the	
students’	 own	varied	 experiences.	Students	 listening	 to	
one	another’s	comments	have	often	disagreed	with	each	
other,	but	they	usually	have	not	had	enough	experience,	
education,	or	maturity	 to	discuss	 their	disagreements	 in	
depth.	I	have	often	wished	that	I	were	teaching	U.S.A.	to	
students	over	forty.	On	the	other	hand,	I	know	that	many	
of	the	young	students	have	been	impressed	by	the	work,	
and	will	consider	some	of	their	subsequent	experiences	in	
the	light	of	Dos	Passos’	representations	and	critiques.	This	
is	one	important	reason	why	I	keep	teaching	U.S.A.
